History and philosophy of logic  by unknown
HM~ Correspondence & News and Notices 325 
Nor did she attempt to discuss the token system as a Erame- 
work for the development of coinage. 
Both Kline and Menninger refer to the possible origin of the 
cuneiform positional schema being the early use of two similar 
triangular marks. Schmandt-Besserat concluded that these marks 
were once the indentations of conical clay tokens; the small and 
large cones represented numerical values of 1 and 60, respect 
ively. (Also noted was that a sphere and its circular indenta- 
tion represented 10. It is plausible that had a smaller or 
larger sphere represented 1 the Mesopotamians would have evolved 
a base-10 instead of a base-60 arithmetic.) This then was the 
source of the two sizes of the same early cuneiform symbol for 
unity. When the distinction faded the final step to a positional 
system, base-60, was taken. 
Yet there was no zero at that point, simply "an undefined 
system of positional numerals that observes the law of succes- 
sion of magnitudes but not of theorder of magnitudes" [Menninger 
1969, 1671. And perhaps v v v v never meant 219,601. More- 
over the statement, "We do not know definitely how base 60 came 
to be used" [Kline 1962, 61, is not altered. (It is, though, 
newly expressible: We do not know definitely how a conical 
token came to represent 60.) 
Nevertheless a conceptually clear development has emerged 
leading from counting with piles of pebbles, to formalized 
pebbles (tokens ranged between one and four centimeters in size), 
to indentations of tokens on clay surfaces, to formalized indenta- 
tions, to the first known positional enumeration and computa- 
tion--in short, a path from pebbles to position, 
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NEWS AND NOTICES 
This department is devoted to news of appointments, promo- 
tions, deaths, and other events of interest to historians of 
Copyright @ 1979 by Academic Press, Inc. 
All rights of reproduction in any form reserved. 
326 News and Notices & Sources HM6 
mathematics. For this information, "Historia Mathematical' 
depends upon interested individuals everywhere to send items 
of time1 y interest to the editor so that the wider community of 
historians of mathematics may be kept informed of noteworthy 
activity throughout the world. 
HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY OF LOGIC 
This new publication will publish articles, notes, and 
book reviews dealing with the history and philosophy of logic. 
It will appear as a volume, hopefully annually. By 'logic' it is 
to be understood any body of knowledge which was regarded as 
logic at the time in question. 'History' refers back to ancient 
times and also to work in this century; however, articles, in- 
cluding review articles, on very recent work on a topic will be 
excluded. 'Philosophy' refers to broad and general questions; 
but not specialist articles which are now classified as 'phil- 
osophical logic'. Articles on the relationship between logic 
and other branches of knowledge will be considered, but the 
component of logic must be substantial. 
There will also be articles on relevant collections of 
manuscripts and on (large-scale) projects about to start or in 
progress; short notes on problems and issues in the field (such 
as requests for information, points about terminology, and so 
on); and book reviews. Articles on meetings, on teaching logic, 
and job and meeting advertisements will not be accepted. 
The editorial board has been designed to cover the main 
areas in the history and philosophy of logic. It comprises 
J. Ashworth, J. Berg, R. S. Y. Chi, J. Coircoran, G. Gabriel, 
I. Grattan-Guinness, S. Haack, A. KTatzer, C. Lejewski, J. Pinborg, 
M. Resnik, B. Smith, and C. Thiel. The editor is I. Grattan- 
Guinness, 34, Hillside Gardens, Barnet, Herts., EN5 2NJ, England, 
to whom manuscripts can be sent. It is hoped to publish the 
first volume of History and philosophy of logic during the 
first half of 1980. 
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SOURCES 
This department welcomes correspondence, brief announcements, 
and article-length descriptions of collections of publications, 
correspondence, and archival material relevant to the history 
of mathematics. Manuscripts describing major collections (cover- 
ing such matters as acquisition, size, scope, state of catalog- 
ing, current and future availability , and so on) should follow 
the same standards as other articles. They will be abstracted 
and indexed like other articles, and authors will be supplied 
with free reprints. 
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